English 1 Syllabus
Miss Riggs

Room 14

jriggs@marshallschools.com
Course Description:  This is a general high school literature-based course to develop the skills of reading, response to literature, writing and critical thinking.  The literature for this course includes a short story unit, the Greek epic The Odyssey and a study of the Shakespearean play Romeo and Juliet.  A film unit and two formal papers using the writing process are also included in the curriculum.  This course is a prerequisite to English 2.

Course Objectives:

· Develop vocabulary 

· Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate fiction, poetry and drama from a variety of cultures and times
· Follow a writing process to write effective, various forms and types of writing

· Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process

Classroom Rules/Expectations:

· Come to class prepared—with your materials, homework, etc.

· Utilized the bathroom between classes—as permission to leave the room will kept to a minimum

· RESPECT, RESPECT, RESPECT—respect yourself, your classmates, and your teachers

· NO GUM

· Others to be discussed in class

Course Materials/Supplies:

· Journal (Composition notebook)—to stay in the classroom 

· Spiral Notebook

· Pens/Pencils (NO RED INK)

· Jump-Drive, CD-RW, or 3 ½ floppy disk (THIS WILL STAY IN THE ROOM or else be with you at all times…)

Outline of what our year will look like:

First Semester:  FACING MONSTERS

“The Most Dangerous Game”

“The Sniper”

“The Cask of Amontillado”

“The Secret Ibis”

“Two Kinds” (An Interactive Reader)

“The Great Rat Hunt” 

This unit will consist of short stories, poetry, and non-fiction.  You will write an essay about FACING MONSTERS!

Second Semester:  ROMEO AND JULIET
Third Semester:  THE ODYSSEY

Fourth Semester:  THE CHOCOLATE WAR and FILM unit

Every day when you come into the room there will be a DOL (Daily Oral Language) on the overhead.  You will need to write the sentence AS IT IS ON THE OVERHEAD and then rewrite the sentence with proofreading marks (refer to list I will give you).  These will be written in the composition notebooks, which stay in the classroom so that I may grade these as I have time.

Book Reports will need to be done 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarter.  Your first book report will be due OCTOBER 5th!  Some Fridays will be reading days—so this will be a good time to stay on top of this book.  I MUST APPROVE ANY BOOK READ FOR A BOOK REPORT!

Plagiarism:  this is using someone else’s words or ideas as your own.  On the first offense, I will give you a zero.  On the second offense, a referral will be given.  I will call parents/guardians on the first offense.

HOMEWORK TURNED IN ONE DAY LATE IS 50% OFF AUTOMATICALLY (NOT INCLUDING WHAT YOU MAY MISS IN BEING GRADED).  HOMEWORK TURNED IN LATER THAN ONE DAY WILL BE REWARDED A ZERO (0)!!!!!!!!

Return this portion of your syllabus for 5 pts extra credit, which may come in handy later on.  Please have your parent/guardian read over your syllabus and sign.

____________________________has shown me his/her syllabus, which I have 

      (print student’s name)

read over.

____________________________         ______________________________

 (parent/guardian signature)                         (Print parent/guardian name and date)
