Book Report Guidelines

The purpose of the book report is to demonstrate that the student has read and understands the book. Your book report must be written in full sentences and should begin with the title and author. The analysis should include:

1. Plot summary. This is a brief report to show understanding of the book beyond the surface reading of the plot. Spend only a couple of paragraphs on the plot summary. Concentrate on the exposition (introduction), rising action, climax, falling action and resolution.

2. Characterization. Points to include:

A. Identity of main characters.

B. Characteristics of main characters.

C. Changes or growth of main characters in the course of the story.

D. What the characters learned about themselves or life in general.

3. Theme. What is the major theme of the book? Are minor themes present? Are these themes relevant to today’s teens?

4. Title. What does it mean? Where does the author reveal or explain the significance of the title?

5. Setting. What is the setting? Is it significant to the plot, theme, character or conflict? Include the time and place of the setting as well as the duration of the story.

6. Conflict. What is the major conflict? When does the author make you aware of the conflict? How is the conflict resolved? What minor conflicts exist?

7. Point of view. From what point of view is the story told? Cite a passage as an example. Would a change in the point of view change the novel significantly?

8. Personalization. When did you get interested in this book? What characters did you like and dislike? Could you relate personally to any of the characters or the situations? Would you recommend this book to others? Why? Would you read it again?

Remember to respond to each part of all eight points. Restate the questions in your responses for clarity.
